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american cleaning institute8ca for better living

February 25, 2013

Alderman Edward M. Burke
121 N. LaSalle Street
Room 302

Chicago, IL 60602

Alderman William Bums
12 IN.LaSalle Street
Room 200

Chicago, IL 60602

Dear Aldermen Burke and Bums:*

^
The American Cleaning Institute (ACI) respectfully opposes proposed Ordinance #02013-1063, a
measure to ban the sale of products containing triclosan in the City of Chicago. ACI believes that
science demonstrates that triclosan, as used in products such as antimicrobial soaps, is safe, and we
submit that banning triclosan will harm the health of the city's economy and its residents.

ACI is the trade association representing the $30 billion U.S. cleaning products market. Our members
include the formulators of soaps, detergents, and general cleaning products used in household,
commercial, industrial and institutional settings; companies that supply ingredients and finished
packaging for these products; and oleochemical producers. ACI and its members are dedicated to
improving health and the quality of life through sustainable cleaning products and practices. ACI's
mission is to support the sujstainability of the cleaning products industry through research, education,
outreach and science-based advocacy. Since 1926, ACI has promoted health through personal hygiene
and effective cleaning. More information about ACI can be found at www.cleaninginstitute.org.

Human health and environmental safety are significant priorities for ACI members, and throughout its
history, the association's sound, technical, risk-based research has demonstrated the safe, beneficial, and
proper use of cleaning products and their ingredients.

Triclosan was registered with the US Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) in 1969 and has been used
safely as an antimicrobial ingredient since then. Millions of consumers throughout the United States and
the world use products that contain triclosan daily as part of common sense hygiene routines in homes,
hospitals, doctors' offices, day care centers, nursing homes, and countless other office and institutional

.

settings.

EPA completed a very thorough review of the safety of the ingredient in a 2008 regulatory decision that
formally re-registered triclosan for its use as a material preservative and has confirmed the wide margins
of safety since then. A 2012 preliminary screening assessment oftriclosan by Health Canada and

2Environment Canada reiterated that triclosan-containing products are safe for consumers to use.

U.S. EPA. 2008. Reregistration Eligibility Decision for Triclosan, List B, Case 2340, Office of Prevention, Pesticides and Toxic
Substances, Washington, DC.

2 Preliminary Assessment: Triclosan, Health Canada/Environment Canada, March 2012, http://www.ec.gc.ca/ese-
ees/6EF68BEC-5620-4435-8729-9B91C57A9FD2.Tridosan_EN.pdf
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Antibacterial ingredients, including triclosan, used in over-the-counter products like antibacterial soap are
regulated for safety and efficacy under the Food and Drug Administration's (PDA) Tentative Final

3Monograph for Over-the-Counter Healthcare Antiseptic Dmg Products, which was issued in 1994.
Claims that triclosan is unregulated or its safety is in question are simply false.

Antibacterial wash products with triclosan provide a key public health benefit by reducing or eliminating
pathogenic bacteria on the skin to a significantly greater degree than plain soap and water.4 When
consumers use products with antibacterial ingredients, including triclosan, they receive an extra measure
of protection when handling food, changing diapers, or caring for a sick family member. These products
can kill or inhibit the growth of bacteria that cause skin infections and intestinal illnesses such as E. coli
and Salmonella.

The FDA has found no basis for consumers to stop using products containing this ingredient. Triclosan
containing products have a long track record of human and environmental safety that is supported by a
multitude of scientific, transparent, and risk-based analysis. Regulatory bodies around the world,

6including the European Union and Canada have assessed the safety oftriclosan and found no basis for
consumers to stop using products containing it. Further, companies continuously work to maintain the
highest safety standards for all antibacterial products.

Under FDA regulations consumers know if an antibacterial soap product has triclosan because it is listed
on the dmg facts label.

Drug Facts
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3Department of Health and Human Services, Food and Drug Administration, 21 CFR Parts 333 and 369, (Docket No. 75N-
83H), Topical Antimicrobial Drug Products for Over the Counter Human Use; Tentative Final Monograph for Health-Care

Antiseptic Drug Products, Federal Register, Vol. 59, No. 116, June 17, 1994; http://www.fda.gov/OHRMS/DOCKETS/98fi-/94-
14503.pdf
4 "A Meta-Analysis of the Published Literature on the Effectiveness ofAntimicrobial Soaps", Montville, Rebecca; Schaffner,
Donald W. \ Journal of Food Protection®. Volume 74, Number II, November 2011 , pp. 1875-1882(8); "Best Practices for
Determining Efficacy ofAntibacterial Hand Wash Products"; Kmszewski FH, Krowka JF | Internal Medicine News Best
Practices Supplement. January 2011"; "Effects of hand wash agents on controlling the transmission ofpathogenic bacteria from
hands to food" Fischler GE, Fuls JL, Dail EW, Duran MH, Rodgers ND, Waggoner AL, J Food Protect 2007; 70:2873-7.; "Hand
contamination before and after different hand hygiene techniques: a randomized clinical trial, J.C. Lucet, M.P. Rigaud, F.
Mentrey, N. Kassisz, C. Deblangy, A. Andremont and E. Bouvet \ Journal of Hospital Infection 2002.

European Parliament and Council of the European Union. 2009. Regulation (Ec) No 1223/2009 of the European Parliament and
of the Council of 30 November 2009 on cosmetic products. Official Journal of the European Union, L 342:59-209
(http://www.salute.gcn .it/imgs/C_l 7_pagineAree_1409_listaFile_itemName_l 5_file.pdf).
6 Preliminary Assessment: Triclosan, Health Canada/Environment Canada, March 2012, http://www.ec.gc.ca/ese-
ees/6EF68BEC-5620-4435-8729-9B91C57A9FD2/Triclosan_EN.pdf
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FDA has considered the safety of antibacterial ingredients as they are used in dmgs, cosmetics, medical
devices and other products regulated by the PDA, and has found no reason to dissuade consumers from
using these products.

Moreover, a vast body of scientific research, such as reported in a 2011 scientific paper in the
International Journal ofMicrobiology Research, repeatedly affirms that the use of antibacterial wash
products in the home setting does not contribute to antibiotic resistance.7 In the most recent review by a
government authority specific to trilosan, the European Commission Scientific Committee on Consumer
Safety indicated in their 2010 report on triclosan and antimicrobial resistance that to date there are no
epidemiological data linking outbreaks of antimicrobial resistant human and zoonotic pathogens to

8
exposure to triclosan. Antibacterial products and their ingredients have stood the test of time through
extensive research and testing and it is unfortunate that attempts are made to distort the safety of these
products and ingredients contributing to better health.

Thank you for your attention and consideration of these comments in opposition to proposed Ordinance
#02013-1063. For future reference, we can be reached at 202.347.2900 or via electronic mail at
RSedlak(a;cleaninginstitute.org or DTroutman(%cleaninginstitute.org.

^

Richard Sedlak Douglas Troutman
Executive VP, Technical and International Affairs VP & Counsel, Government Affairs

7 "Investigation of Antibiotic and Antibacterial Susceptibility and Resistance in Staphylococcus from the Skin of Users and Non-
Users ofAntibacterial Wash Products in Home Environments," E.C. Cole, R.M. Addison, P.D. Dulaney, K.E. Leese, H.M.
Madanat, and A.M. Gvffey International Journal of Microbiology Research \ Vol. 3, Issue 2, 201!, pp-90-96; "Whither
triclosan?", A.D. Russell | Journal of Antimicrobial Chemotherapy 2004; "Comparative analysis of antibiotic and antimicrobial
biocide susceptibility data...", RJW Lambert | Journal of Applied Microbiology 2004; "Exposure of sink drain microcosms to
triclosan: population dynamics and antimicrobial susceptibility", Andrew J. McBain, Robert G. Bartolo, Carl E. Catrenich, Duane
Charbonneau, Ruth G. Ledder, Bradford B. Price, and Peter Gilbert | Applied and Environmental Microbiology, September 2003.

"Opinion on triclosan (antimicrobial resistance)", European Commission Scientific Committee on Consumer Safety! June
SCCP/1251/09 (2010).
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